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Pastorõs Report 
2008 

 
The end of 2008 marked my twentieth year in full time Chris tian service and it was, by far, 
my most exciting year of ministry.  
 
We got off to a great start together in January and February as over fifty members and 
friends explored the meaning of life and grew closer to God and one another through the 
Alpha course. 
 
At our 2007 Annual Meeting in January of 2008 we adopted an ambitious budget and voted 
to extend a call to Pastor Martha Bevacqua to serve as a half-time Associate Pastor for 
Discipleship.  Pastor Martha is a graduate of Palmer Theological Seminary (formerly 
Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary) and a long-time member of our daughter church, 
Osbornville Baptist Church in Brick.  Those two decisions were critical in allowing First 
Baptist to extend the breadth and the depth of our ministry, both to the church and to the 
community at large.  
 
In Apr il Pastor Martha and I joined fifty other ministry leaders from across New Jersey and 
several hundred others from across the country to attend the national òFanning the Flameó 
conference for American Baptist Clergy at the American Baptist Assembly in Green Lake, 
Wisconsin.  That experience provided the needed catalyst and energy for a renewed sense 
of mission for all who attended.  We hope to bring more of that energy and sense of mission 
to bear here at First Baptist as Pastor Martha takes point in our churchõs participat ion in the 
Center for Excellence in Congregational Leadership at Green Lake beginning in May of 
2009.  The Center for Excellence in Congregational Leadership (CECL) is a òtwo year voyage, 
powered by the winds of the Holy Spirit, to help pastors increase joy in ministry and help churches 
reach communities for Christ through health and outward focus. ò  Thanks to a generous grant 
from the Lilly Endowment, our churchõs cost for this program will only be travel to Green 
Lake and lodgings for Pastor Martha and other church leaders from FBC who participate in 
the program.  All tuition and other fees are covered by the grant.  You can learn more about 
CECL by visiting glcc.org and clicking on the CECL link.  
 
During the spring we undertook extensive renovation of the Sunday School area.  With a 
significant level of assistance from volunteers we were able to put down new flooring and 
carpet, put up new ceilings, brighten up the entire area with new lighting, straighten up the 
area with a new Sunday School closet and freshen up the walls with new paint.  While we 
were working in the Sunday School, Steve Safka was working in the attic to install a new 5-
ton air conditioning system which doubled the air conditioning capacity for the sanctuary.  
 
Childrenõs Day launched us into a summer of excitement as 12 people were baptized during 
the worship service.  The day continued with a return to tradition as we headed to Ardenõs 
Old Riverside Camp and School for our church picnic.  
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Under the watchful eye of youth leader Meghan Campion and her faithful òsidekick,ó 
Odette Cummings , six youth traveled to Estes Park, Colorado to attend the National  Youth 
Gathering, hosted by the Board of National Ministries of American Baptist Churches, USA.   
Literally a òmountaintop experienceó the national youth conference gave our youth a 
chance to see the big picture of Christian life and to connect with American Baptist youth 
from across the country. 
 
Vacation Bible started with a splash as eighty-five  children, youth and adults posed for our 
official VBS picture on the front lawné and the automatic sprinklers came on!  We didnõt 
let that dampen our spirits as w e spent the week learning that God gives us POWER! 
 
Although Arden Hubbard officially retired as Director of Music at the end of her 25 th year 
of ministry here in June, she graciously stayed on through the summer while the search 
committee looked for someone to fill the position of Organist /Choir Director.  We were so 
blessed to have been able to call Wendy Craig to that position.  Wendy is an MHS graduate 
who attended school with some of our choir members just a òfewó years age.  Arden and 
Wendy have work ed together to make this transition as smooth as possible and I thank 
them both for their grace and dedication.  
 
In September I completed my term as President of the Ministers Council of American 
Baptist Churches of New Jersey.  I have served on the Ministers Council Executive 
Committee in various capacities since 1995.  Also in September I was elected by American 
Baptist Churches of New Jersey to serve as a representative to the General Board of 
American Baptist Churches, USA.  Delegates to the Biennial Meeting of ABC-USA in June of 
2009 will be voting on significant structural changes for the ABC and I feel privileged  to be 
called to serve on the General Board for òsuch a time as this.ó 
 
This year of good news for our church has coincided with a year of t ragedy in our 
community as five young people lost their lives by apparent suicide.  Pastor Martha and I 
have been thoroughly in volved in the community response to these devastating losses.  We 
hosted a series of meetings for clergy throughout the affected area and coordinated an 
educational event for youth and adults in late September . Currently we are serving on the 
Monmouth County Suicide Prevention Task Force.  
 
In a year full of banner days, one day does stand out for me 
above the others:  That was the day that we told people of 
First Baptist not to come to church! On the morning of 
Sunday, October 26, 2008 the lights were on at First Baptist 
Church, but nobody was home.  The Church had left the 
building .  Adults, youth and children of all ages put their 
faith in action, rolled up their sleeves, and went to work in 
the community.  We fed the homeless, provided hot 
breakfast and warm winter clothing for local day laborers and a home -made dinner for the 
men of the Colony of Mercy at Americaõs Keswick. We painted, raked leaves, made home 
repairs, cleaned ambulances, rolled bandages, moved furniture and collected food for the 



5 | P a g e 

 

community food pantry.  And when we were all done we gathered for a delicious dinner 
and a celebration worship and baptismal service.  Our Sunday school was so excited by our 
Faith in Action day that they continued the ministry on their own through November and 
December. 
 
Despite our initial concern that we would operate at a significant deficit in 2008, thanks to 
the hard work of our Stewa rdship Committee and the generosity of our members and 
friends we narrowed what could have been a $30,000 ð 40,000 deficit to a deficit of just over 
$3,000.  And the greater blessing is that we did this without cutting any programs or 
support, but instead increasing our outreach and our staffing to meet needs in our 
congregation and community.  
 
My thanks to everyone who served and supported First Baptist in 2008.  Your generous use 
of your time, talent and treasure have surely allowed us to òBE THE CHURCH.ó 
 
I also want to thank our excellent church staff.  Our ministry team is like no other!  Please be 
sure to let them know how much you value and appreciate their hard work.  
 

Rev. Martha J. Bevacqua Associate Pastor for Discipleship 

Arden S. Hubbard  Director of Music (through June, 2008) 

Carolyn Kelly  Church Administrator  

Debbie Napolitano  Church Secretary 

Wendy Craig  Organist / Choir Director (beginning in August)  

Stuart Hooten Praise Team Leader 

Donna DeFranzo Sexton 

Meghan Campion Youth Leader (thro ugh August)  

Joyce Burrows Nursery Attendant  

Adrian ne Adamo -Craven ASL Interpreter  

Sandy Moskal ASL Interpreter  

 
 
This year was a great year to cap my first twenty years in professional ministry .  With Godõs 
help and your support, I canõt wait to see what the next twenty bring!  
 
On behalf of Denise and our family, thank you for your continued love and support.  We 
are truly blessed to be a part of the First Baptist family. 
 
Yours in Christ,  
 
 
Pastor Joe 
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2008 Annual Report  
Associate Pastor 

 
After carving out a spot in Errickson House for my office (which has evolved into quite a 
lovely space thanks to no small effort by Pastor Joe, who moved nearly as many pieces of 
furniture and filing cabinets as Applegate Moving and Storage), it was time to concent rate 
on learning all that I could about life and ministry at FBC.  Having participated in the Alpha 
program for the month before I was actually hired was a great way for Tony and me to 
become part of the fellowship at FBC, which was deepened for so many folks through the 
Alpha course.   
  
By the end of February the new youth group, God Squad, was off and running.  I continue 
to be delighted with the willingness of the parents in making this ministry possible by 
volunteering to help out in so many ways.  The ir effort to show by example to the kids the 
importance of serving in the name of Christ has made a differenceñthe many service 
projects the kids have done through the Sunday school program is wonderful proof.  
  
The conference Pastor Joe and I attended at ABCõs conference center in Greenlake was fun 
and informative.  (It also provided Pastor Joe with more than enough material to tease me 
about my uncanny ability to get lostéalthough even I must confess that getting lost on foot 
and needing to be rescued was a new low.)  As a result of having attended the conference, 
Pastor Joe and I have been prayerfully seeking Godõs direction on a vision for ministry that 
is more missional in its focus.  òFaith in Actionó and some new ways to òBEó the church is 
just one example of the fruit of this visioning process.   
  
The 3:16 bible study in the early spring was so well attended that we had to abandon 
Errickson house and meet in Fellowship Hall.  Although I would love to see more people 
take advantage of learning with an d from each other as we study the word of God, the 
small group setting has been a wonderful way for some of our newcomers to feel at home. 
  
Our òFaith in Actionó Sunday was, I believe, a watershed moment in the life of our church.  
The ministry to the hom eless in Lakewood and our partnering with Pastor Steve Brigham 
that has emerged from it has provided people young and old with an opportunity for 
hands-on ministry.  I canõt say enough how thankful I am to God for the response to our 
requests for coats, blankets and donations.  Many of you have been moved to share with 
your families, co-workers, friends, and community centers the work that God is doing 
among the homelessñand many of them have responded in tangible ways to support the 
effort to provide the h omeless with the basic necessities of life.  Many of you have also 
given your time and talents to prepare lunches, to provide some expertise in the 
construction of teepees, to launder and sort clothing donations and to transport more 
pickup truck loads of items to the camp than I can count! 
  
Serving at FBC this past year has been awesome.  Pastor Joe and I have had many 
conversations about how thankful we are to be serving in a church family that is so healthy, 
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thriving and growing in the strength of our L ord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Itõs no more 
perfect than any human family, yet FBC is a place where love, life and laughter abound, and 
we can agree to disagree.  When I was in seminary listening to some of the horror stories of 
pastoral ministry experiences by my peers and professors, I often wondered if I needed 
counseling more than a diploma to be entering full time pastoral ministry, and at nearly 50 
years of age to boot!  I couldnõt have dreamed that God would call me to a place where 
ministry would be so much FUN!  (Needless to say, with Pastor Joe as a colleague, there 
isnõt a day that goes by that Iõm not laughing.)   
 
As I look forward to the coming year, it is with excitement and anticipation to see what God 
will do in us and through us for his purp oses in claiming the world for Christ.  

 
Blessings,  
 
Pastor Martha 
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Historical Notes for Year 2008  
 
 On Monday evening January 7, 2008, Alpha began with dinner at 6:30 pm with 
course study to follow.  The course continued for 15 sessions starting with about 50 in 
attendance.  The course was òfor everyone who thinks there may be more to life than meets 
the eye.ó  Pastor Joe said it was to provide growth in our church family, growth in 
Fellowship, growth in participating in church life, and growth in  outreach to the 
community.  An Alpha mini retreat was held on Saturday, February 9 with breakfast at 9:00 
am.  And for those unable to attend on Saturday, an abbreviated makeup session was held 
on Sunday at 7:00 pm.  A number of volunteers assisted Pastor Joe with Martha and Karen 
Diana preparing and serving the dinners.  
 Men's monthly breakfast began the new year on January 19th at 8:30 am in Fellowship 
Hall.  The men were asked to have time to spare and help out with a few chores around the 
church buildi ngs.  Monthly meetings were continued on the third Saturday of each month.  
 Sunday school kids were invited to lunch and kickball on January 19 at 12:30 pm in 
fellowship hall.  Because of its success the Sunday school continued to have a òFun Dayó 
monthly .  Sunday school superintendent was in charge.  
 The church annual congregational business meeting was held on Sunday, January 27, 
with dinner served at 5 pm and meeting at 6 pm.  Under old business, Norm Roberts, 
Chairman of Board of Trustees stated the postponement of the three options of the 
parsonage study, and the continuing of the project to fix up the sanctuary.   Under new 
business, members approved the calling of Martha Bevacqua as Associate Pastor of 
Discipleship.  She would facilitate a younger y outh group and work in pastoral care and 
worship.  Her salary to be covered by pulpit supply and additional ministerial staff lines of 
the budget and underwritten gifts.  Jayne Linfante, Chairperson of Board of Deacons, stated 
that membership lists had been reviewed and letters were sent to inactive members.  
Members voted to retain the five proposed to be removed from membership.  Church 
Monitor, John Linfante stated that Arden Hubbard had expressed her desire to cut back on 
her schedule as Director of Music, with this being her 25 th year at First Baptist.  To find a 
replacement, Church Council suggested the appointment of a search committee to include 
Mark Megill, Holly Orgo, Odette Cummings, Greg Love, Marion Herzog, Cathie Oliver and 
Melissa Robinson.  It was amended that the position to be Church Organist.  The proposed 
budget and new board members were approved by the congregation, while the committees 
had been previously approved by Church Council.    
 We were asked to purchase food gift cards from the church office before we do our 
weekly food shopping.  We had $25, $50 and $100 denominations from Shop Rite and 
Foodtown.  Acme cards were available at $50.  Each purchase helped FBC financially.  
 The Music Search Committee had its first meeting on Tuesday, March 4th at 7:30 pm 
in the Errickson House.   
 There is Men's Fellowship Night on the second Thursday of each month at America's 
Keswick.  This includes dinner and a guest speaker and program, then swimming, 
volleyball and fun in the gym. There is a $ 10 cost per person.  
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 Throughout the year 2008, First Baptist weekly bulletins will include an insert 
highlighting American Baptist missions around the world.  
 Rev. Martha Bevacqua was ordained at Osbornville Baptist Church on February 19 at 
3:00 pm.  It was well attended by churches in the association, united to recognize Martha's 
call and to set her up for the Gospel Ministry by prayer and the laying of hands.  On 
Sunday, March 2nd, Associate Pastor Martha conducted communion service at First Baptist.  
On Sunday March 9th, she delivered the sermon òThe Spiritual Discipline of Silenceó at both 
services.  Her sermon on May 11th was òBuilding the Household of Faithó.  
 From the Pastors Desk in February Spires, Pastor Joe presented the Good News we 
are sharing and spreading at First Baptist.  It began with a new sign.  Then the video 
projector,  updated sound system,  and adaptive listening system, and ALS interpreter 
(thanks, Odette) which all make the Good News accessible to everyone who comes to 
church. Our  church web site, on-line sermon player, and electronic newsletter all allow us to 
keep in òconstant contactó with the congregation, and allow the congregation to keep in 
touch with what's happening at church. Pastor Joe asked for feedback and options to add 
video  broadcast (via the internet) of services to our current Sermon Player.   
 The Dunes, located at United Methodist Church in Manasquan meets every other 
Friday night from 7 to 10 pm.  It is a fun place for kids in grades 6 th through 8 th to hangout 
at a cost of $5, which includes pizza or snack and drink.  The activities include video games, 
pool, ping pong, basketball, and a brief worship, and much socializing.   
   Bring a pot of your best Chili, or just come and enjoy the fun, food and fellowship.   
The 10th annual Chili Cookoff was held on February 17 from 5 ð 8 pm. Prizes were issued 
and it was very successful and well attended.   
 Soup and Scripture for the Lenten season began on Wednesday, February 6th at the 
Presbyterian Church on Virginia Aven ue.  First Baptist provided soup on March 5 th and 
Pastor Joe delivered the message. 
 Kids in Grades 5-7 began the new òGod Squadó on Sunday, February 24th.  A second 
meeting was held on Sunday, March 9th from 4:30-6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall, under the 
leadership of Rev. Martha.  It was for our kids, to bring friends, and have fun playing 
games, consuming munchies and enjoying a spiritual message.  
 Holy week (March 16 -23) was celebrated by First Baptist Church as follows:  on Palm 
Sunday, the parade from South Street to the Gazebo at Squan Plaza.  Members gathered in 
the parking lot and proceeded waving palms as they walked to the gazebo for short 
worship with other area churches. On Maundy Thursday, March 20 th at 7:30 pm First 
Baptist held a Tenebrae Service.  On Good Friday, March 21 service was held at Shiloh 
Baptist Church at noon to 1 pm with other area churches.  On Easter Sunday, March 23 at 6 
am at the Inlet Pavilion and Easter Worship Services on March 23 at 9 am and 11 am at FBC.  
 3:16 Promise Bible Study began a four-week course on April 7 th at 7 pm.  A second 
study also began at 11 am on April 14th.  It was an opportunity for members to be a part of 
Max Lucado's quest to acquaint 316 million people with John 3:16 by taking part in the 
study.  Like , the 26 words upon which it is based, this study was an uplifting reminder for 
any Christian of the force of that verse and the power of the Holy Spirit to touch the heart 
and change the course of peoples lives.  Pastor Martha conducted each study time and was 
very happy over the attendance of both sessions. 
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 The Board of Trustees thanked the men of the church for the work that was done on 
February 16 to expand our Sunday School classrooms.  Part two of that project included 
insulating the classroom ceilings and upgrading the lighting.  The Trustees are also in the 
process of seeking estimates to replace the roof on Errickson House and to replace the stove 
in the church kitchen.    
 On March 15, our men removed carpet from the conference room in Errickson House 
and shrubs from out front.   
 During the renovations at First Presbyterian Church, the community food bank will 
be temporarily relocated to the Errickson House Basement.  Volunteers helped to clean out, 
re-organize and paint the basement in preparation of the move.  K.J. Pringle, as part of his 
Eagle Scout project, organized the relocation of the pantry.  The Deacons of First 
Presbyterian will continue to run the food pantry while it is housed here, and it is 
anticipated that the ministry will be house d here for up to one year.  
 The America for Christ Offering was taken during the Month of March.  America for 
Christ gifts support Christ -centered ministries that are transforming lives across the United 
States and Puerto Rico ð from building new homes on  the Gulf Coast and resettling refugees 
violently driven from their homelands to providing training in evangelism and developing 
resources that help children in poverty.    
 During Holy week, First Baptist Chancel Choir, under leadership of Arden Hubbard, 
Director of Music, presented a three part Resurrection Allelulia: Part I ð Triumphal Allullia 
on Palm Sunday; Part II = Prayful Allelulia during Maundy Thursday; Part III ð 
Resurrection Allelulia on Easter Sunday.   
 Apples of Gold sponsored a Spring Tea for the women and children of the church on 
Sunday, April 13 at 12:30 pm in Fellowship Hall.  It was òcome for tea and inspiration.ó 
 Rev. Dr. Lee Spitzer was guest speaker at both services on April 29th.  He is Senior 
Regional Pastor of ABC of N.J. 
 The Manasquan Ministerium sponsored a celebration of togetherness, National Day 
of Prayer, at the Gazebo in Squan Plaza on Thursday, May 1st, from noon to 12:30 pm.  It 
was well publicized with pictures and editorial coverage in the Asbury Park Press.    
 We welcomed our new Praise Team Leader, Stu Hooten, and his wife Karen, who 
live in Lakewood.  His business is Hooten Power Equipment on Route 71, in Wall.  He and 
Karen have four daughters and two grandchildren.  Stu and Karen served as youth leaders 
in past year at First Baptist Churches in Long Branch and Red Bank.   
 Apples of Gold had their spring yard sale on Saturday, May 3 rd at the home of Jayne 
Linfante from 9 am to 2 pm.  Proceeds will be used to fund their mission projects.  They had 
their pot luck din ner on Wednesday evening, May 14 in Fellowship Hall.   
 There is a swap board located in Sunday School Hallway for you to exchange your 
needs ð to receive or to give.  
 The Board of Deacons was host to their second Question and Answer Forum on 
Monday eveni ng, May 12th.  Pastors Joe and Martha fielded questions about the Bible.  No 
worry over the type of question asked.  Just stump the pastor and receive a prize.  Dessert 
and coffee were served.   
 ABW held their Spring Flower Sale with ordering on May 4 th and pick up on May 
11th.  Choices of many varieties were available for Mother's Day gifts. 
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 The first Annual FBC Golf Classic was held on Saturday, May 17th at Quail Ridge 
Executive Golf Course in Wall.  Thirty -two players participated, whether with golf 
experience or not.  Golfing supplies were available.  After golf, 60 attended a picnic at the 
Crawford's home.  Cost was $25 each for golf and picnic; or $5 just for picnic.   
 To meet this year's budget, FBC needs a weekly offering of $3,963.00.  After the first 
quarter, FBC had a deficit of $9,000.  The Stewardship Committee under the leadership of 
Chairperson Bette Wary, designed the Step Up To The Plate program.  It asks each member 
and friend to give a monthly offering over and above their current regula r offering.  The 
goal is to add $4,000 per month.  The program includes coupons for each monthly offering.  
The coupons provide a donation for each type of òhitó scoring a run.  A letter dated April 8, 
2008 was issued to provide instruction to play the game.  A monthly score will be reported 
with $2,240 received for April.  It is a must to continue this winning streak!  
 Pastor Joe was head chef preparing breakfast for all on Sunday, May 18.  There were 
80 plus attending the enjoying juice, eggs, toast, coffee, etc.   Pastor Joe made the pledge that 
when first service reached 100 in attendance he would cook breakfast for everyone and 
today he did!  For both services today, four men members provided the sermon òGrowing 
Strong in the Seasons of Lifeó.  At 6:30 pm the Community Hymn Sing was hosted at First 
Baptist.  
 On Saturday, May 24th FYBY had a car wash to raise funds to attend a youth 
extravaganza at Estees Park, Colorado during the week of July 5-11, 2008.  Several youth 
were seen holding large signs to attract passers by.  The youth washed many cars.  The 
Coast Star reported several pictures and in depth article on the car wash and the Colorado 
event.  The event promises to be filled with the spirit and is for youth and young adults to 
catch on fire for Christ.   
 The FYBY had other fund raising projects to support their activities.  They sold 
cupcakes during coffee hour on January 27, homemade lollipops for Valentine's Day, made 
and sold frozen ziti dinners during coffee hour on March 16 and 23 rd and they were 
available on Saturday, April 19 th as a òRent-A-Teenó.  They also baked for Mother's Day and 
were host for coffee hour on May 11th. 
 FYBY (For youth By Youth) were on retreat from Friday, May 30 to Sunday, June 1st 
at Winding River Campground in May's  Landing, NJ .  At the campground they had 
canoeing and kayaking, a heated pool, and were in close proximity to a variety of activities 
which they  were able to choose from on Saturday afternoon.  The cost was $40 per person 
and there were 8 youth and 2 adults were in attendance.  Youth leader , Meghan Campion 
was in charge.   
 Sunday, June 1st was a very busy day at First Baptist.  The early service at 9 am had 
special music by the Lundy family (Dr. Ernest, Donna, and Jenny Lynn), communion 
service, and sermon by Pastor Ramsus Godson.  The 11 am service was led by Pastor 
Martha, special music by First Baptist Choir, communion service and sermon by Pastor 
Godson.  Between the two services it was a special coffee hour hosted by the choir to honor 
Arden Hubbar d, Director of Music, for 25 years of service.  During same hour, the Board of 
Deacons met with the 11 candidates for Believer's Baptism on June 8.  Pastor Godson, is a 
pastor of the AG Revival Center in Kerala, India and founder of Revival Ministries Indi a 
(RMI) which embraces a holistic approach to ministry.  
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 Children's Day was on Sunday, June 8th at the only service (11 am).  There was also a 
Believer's Baptism of 11 people.  Following the service there was a Family Picnic at Arden 
Hubbard's Olde Rivers ide Camp in Brick.  
 Origins of the Bible, a new four week Bible Study, met on Mondays in June at 10:30 
am and 7:30 pm in Errickson House 
 Pastor Joe was on three weeks vacation starting on June 23rd.  Pastor Martha and 
Deacons were available for pastoral care.   
 Congratulations were offered to 2008 year graduates: two from college, three high 
school, two elementary school, and one primary school. 
 On June 29th, eight people were voted into church membership.  
 Meghan Campion and Odette Cummings attended wi th six FYBY members the 
National Youth Conference, hosted by ABCUSA, in Denver, Colorado from July 5 to July 11. 
 God's Squad Kids, grades 5-7, are meeting at 4:30 pm two Sundays each month at 
First Baptist Church. 
 Community Vacation Bible School was held  at Manasquan United Methodist Church 
from July 29 to August 1 at 9:30 am to noon.  Children ages 4 to sixth grade from local 
churches attended.  The cost was $10 per child.  Our Cathie Oliver was school director, and 
was assisted by Pastor Joe, Pastor Martha, Karen Morris and Josie Gratzel. 
 First Baptist Church Vacation Bible School was held from July 14 to July 18.  It was a 
successful great adventure with dinner at 6 pm and VBS Power Lab each day to follow.  
Susan Love was in charge with many volunteers assisting.  There were over 80 adults and 
children in attendance.  A large display greeted church members on Sunday, July 20th.   
 Financial Update through May 2008 was a short fall of $6,248 or $367 per week.  
 Churches in Manasquan, Brielle, Sea Girt joined with ò180 Turning Lives Aroundó to 
support victims of domestic violence.  It is contact at either church or call 1 -888-843-9262. 
 On Friday, August 1 st it was First Baptist Church's Night at Blue Claws Baseball 
Game.  It was a great night of fun, food and fireworks, plus baseball for 50 folks.  Cost was 
$19.95 per adult and $11.95 for children.  Cost included game ticket, buffet, and drinks.  
Fran Maye organized the trip.  
 On Sunday, July 27, Doris Weiss's booklet òThirty Years of Stories That Touched Our 
Children's Heartsó was distributed to church members.  This work was a labor of love by 
five ladies who made Doris's collection of Children's stories possible.  It was the love of 
Doris for Christ and the children she taught for three decades at First Baptist Church. 
 On Saturday, August 16th, our softball team defeated the Point Pleasant Fire 
Company by a score of 27-16.  The game was played at Mallard Park in Manasquan. It was 
well attended by a supported and excitable group from First Baptist.  In pr eparation for the 
game the softball team practiced many times under the leadership of Coach George Smith.  
Others assisting were Bette Wary and Karen and Martha Diana.   
 Members are requested to sign up on FBC's E-News List. It is their means of keeping 
up to date with the latest news and information regarding the church.  To sign up visit the 
web at www.FBCManasquan.org  or call the church office. 
 These are the enhancements for this summer: a new ceiling, lighting, carpeting, and 
painting in the Sunday School area; new air conditioning and ducts added to the sanctuary; 
and landscaping and new sign in front of Errickson House.  Our thanks to the Board of 
Trustees and others who made these projects possible.   

http://www.fbcmanasquan.org/
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 A Paint and Pizza Party, held on August 21st was our welcome to Wendy Craig our 
new Organist/Choir Director.   
 On Sunday, September 7th the Stewardship Committee served a ò7th Inning Stretchó 
breakfast between services at 10 am.  It was the committee's way of saying òThank you for 
having stepped up to the plateó fund raising over $9,000 through August.  
 Each Monday at 10:30 am and 7:30 pm it is Galatians Bible Study. 
 The Board of Missions is collecting used eye glasses for the Rwandan Eye Clinic.  In 
the past, we sent used eye glasses to the Eye Clinic in Haiti. 
 Arden Hubbard is retired having completed 25 years of service as Director of Music 
at First Baptist.  We celebrated Arden's faithful years of service with a retirement luncheon 
after the 11 am service on October 12th.   
 We welcomed Wendy Craig who began serving as our organist/choir director on 
Sunday, September 7.  
 We sent love and best wishes to Megan Campion, our departing Youth Director, who 
stepped down to become a new mother.  She and Chris are expecting their first child in late 
December.  A dinner was served for her on Sunday, September 21 from 6:00 to 7:30 pm. 
 First Baptist served as host for ABCNJ's One-in-Christ Symposium for Year 2008.  It 
was held on October 11 from 9 am to 3 pm.  We served morning refreshments, coffee break 
and lunch to 150 attendees.  Our thanks to our faithful volunteers who help to host, 
prepared, served and cleaned up. 
 Martha Diana is scheduling for those who òneed a ride to churchó She will schedule 
pick up time  and driver prior to each Sunday morning.  
 Pastor Joe lead the memorial service hosted by Manasquan Hook and Ladder 
Company No. 1, On Thursday, September 11th at the Firefighters Monument at Squan Plaza.  
It was in memory of the tragic day seven years ago.  Mayor George Dempsey was the event 
speaker who delivered his topic òWhat is courageó and òWhat is Patriotism.ó 
 Apples of Gold held a covered dish dinner in Fellowship Hall on September 24 th at 
6:30 pm.  All women of FBC were invited.  
 Pastor Joe, Pastor Martha and Odette Cummings attended the ABCNJ Annual 
Session 2008 on Saturday, September 29th, at Ocean City, NJ. 
 First Baptist served as host to ABCNJ's One-in-Christ Symposium for Year 2008.  The 
planary speaker was Rev. Dr. Leonard Thompson, Sr., the executive minister of the 
Overland Baptist Association of Ohio.  The program had a panel of speakers presenting care 
studies with participation by attendees engaging in conversation regarding vital issues in 
our lives as people of God.  The symposium was held on Saturday, October 11 from 9 am to 
3 pm.  FBC served morning refreshments, coffee break and lunch to attendees.  Thanks were 
given to the volunteers who helped host, prepare, serve and clean up.    
 Our FYBY hosted a community Forum on Teen Depression and suicide offered by 
churches of Manasquan and Greater Belmar Council of Churches. The forum was held at 
FBC on September 28th from 7:30 pm to 8:30 pm.  The area churches took an active roll in the 
forum due to its need because of several suicides during the late summer by several 
Manasquan High School students.   
At the forum, a presentation was made by Rev. Dr. William Labrizzi, a psychologist and 
counselor from Wellspring Center for Christian counseling in Sea Girt.  His program subject 
was òGet Informed of Teen Suicide Warning Signs and Action Steps for Parents and 
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Friends.ó  There was no cost and refreshments were served following the presentation.  
Other responses to the suicides were a student lead prayers at Manasquan High School Flag 
Pole at 7:15 am on September 24th, and an evening of prayer at Grace Tabernacle Church in 
Lake Como on Thursday, September 25th.  
 Slime Time for Sunday School children was held on Saturday, October 18 to kick off 
the new season of Sunday School.  It was great fun for the children, with volunteer helpers.  
Susan Love was in charge.  
 Our òFaith In Actionó Sunday was held on October 26th.  It was a blessing as 80 
members and friends of FBC answered the challenge not to go to church but to head out in 
the community and Be The Church.  The day began early with breakfast being made and 
taken out to the day workers in the Acme parking lot along with warm coat distribution, 
food donations pick up door -to-door, donations to the food pantry outside Acme, repairs to 
homes of shut ins, lunches made and delivered to the òhomelessó in Lakewood, cleaning 
ambulances at Manasquan First Aid, moving furniture in the homes of seniors, rolling of 
bandages for White Cross, and preparing and serving dinner in Fellowship Hall for all who 
volunteered.  After dinner was a Believer's Baptism for five.  Testimonials from the days 
work was shared.  We had a special visitor, Rev. Vern L. Mattson, our Association Regional 
Pastor.  This successful day was one of excitement and satisfaction of accomplishment for 
the program well done.  A letter of thanks and appreciation, dated October 29 th was 
received from the First Presbyterian Church for the food collected for their food pantry.   
 Our òMother Churchó the First Baptist Church of Hightstown, celebrated its 263rd 
Anniversary  with an Evening of Dedication and Gratitude on Saturday, November 1 st at 
6:30 pm .  Rev. Dr. Jim King is serving as Interim Pastor.  Pastor Joe and several members 
attended.   
 A memorial service was held on Sunday, November 2nd for long -time member Gray 
W. Gallimore, who died on October 31 st.  Gray was a member of the Choir, served more 
than 20 years as a deacon, then Sunday School Superintendent, and did many maintenance 
projects in Sunday School area.   
 God Squad met and went to Sea Girt Lanes for bowling and pizza on November 9 
from 4-6 pm.   
 An All Church Planning Meeting was held on Saturday, November 15 for breakfast 
at 8:30 am and meeting at 9:00 am.  A trustees report and the proposed budget for the year 
2009 was presented.  All members were invited to attend.  
 On Sunday, November 16, First Baptist Church was host to the North Shore 
Association Fall Rally.  It was a very poor turnout, as only seven churches of the association 
were represented.  First Baptist participants were: Rev. Gratzel, Organist Wendy Craig, Rev 
Martha Bevacqua, and Odette Cummings.  The speaker was Rev. Dr. Glenn E. Porter, Sr., 
Associate Regional Pastor and Area Minister, ABCNJ.  Rev. Gratzel, welcomed all and Rev. 
Martha took the roll call.   
 For those who need a ride to church we asked them to call Martha Diana, 732-223-
1935, and she will schedule them a ride, and pick up time and a driver.  She will call prior to 
Sunday to let them know who their driver is and what time to expect the driver.   
 Sunday School kids put Faith in Action during November and December by sharing 
in a giving project.  Such projects were: fall cleanup for seniors, Operation Christmas Child, 
food drive and more.  Susan Love and Catherine O'Hagan assisted. 
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 Once again it was Operation Christmas Child, a project from Samaritan's Purse.  It is 
a shoe box filled with small gifts that can open hurting hearts to God's Love.  Sixty filled 
boxes were delivered.    
 On Saturday, November 22nd, Rev. Martha and her helpers prepared and took 
lunches to the homeless in Lakewood.  Karen Morris gave a pop-up trailer to Rev. Steve 
who will use it as his office.  Sunday School kids collected bedding and clothing  for the 
homeless. 
 Community Thanksgiving Eve Service was held on Wednesday, Nov ember 26th at 8 
pm at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church.  Home Coming Sunday at FBC was on Sunday, 
November 30.  Old friends and new ones were invited to attend either 9 am or 11 am 
services.  Coffee and fellowship was at 10 am.   
 It was a Gathering of Women Seeking a Peaceful Spiritual Approach to Christmas, on 
December 2 at 11:30 am at Manasquan United Methodist Church.  A light lunch was service 
and child care was provided.   
 We welcomed everyone, guests and visitors to our special celebrations at Christmas.  
It is an opportunity to share the hope, grace, joy, peace and love of the Christmas message.  
These special events included: lunch for the homeless, weekly children's message on the 
traditions of Christmas, Children's Christmas Program on December 14 wi th dinner at 5:30 
pm and program at 6:00 pm, our choir celebrating a Christmas Cantata on December 21, 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services at 7 pm and 10 pm and various Christmas parties by 
FYBY, God Squad, ABW and Apples of Gold. 
 The Board of Missions also sponsored a Christmas Giving Tree for the Murrow 
Children's Home.  The tree had tags on it and the people picked a tag purchased a gift, and 
returned the unwrapped gift by December 16 so it could be mailed to Murrow.  
 Our ministry for Christmas Eve condu cted two services one at 7 pm and one at 10 
pm. 
 It is important to note, as we close the year 2008 there is increased attendance in 
church services.  The Early Service at 9 am most Sundays has a nearly full sanctuary, while 
the later Traditional Service at 11 am has same average attendance as past years.   
  
Prayerfully Submitted,  
 
John L. (Len) Owen  
Church Historian  
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Boards, Officers and Committees ð 2008 
 
 

DEACONS - 3 years TRUSTEES - 3 years CHRISTIAN ED. - 3 years 

1. Donna DeFranzo 08 1. Joe Fusco 08  ̂ мΦ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ hΩIŀƎŜƴ лу 

2. Fran Maye 08^ 2. Allen Robinson 08^ 2. Robin Vogel 08^ 

3. Alice Hemphill 08 3. Steve Crawford 09 3. Rhonda Maraziti 09^ 

4. Martha Diana 09 ̂ 4. Greg Love 09 4. Steve Glancy 10* 

5. Jo Ciricolo 08* 5. Matt Maraziti 09 5. Meghan Campion 10 

6. Jayne Linfante 09* 6. Tom Rasmussen 10  

7. Karen Morris 10* 7. Joe Rexrode 10  

8. Mike Applegate 10*   Susan Love, Superintendent 

9. Odette Cummings 10   

   

MISSIONS - 3 years TREASURER FINANCIAL SEC'Y 

1. Eileen Thonack 08* 1. BetteWary 1. Kim Rasmussen 

2. Diane Rexrode 08^ 2. Len Owen, Assistant 2. Melissa Robinson 

3. Cathie Oliver 09   

4. Carolyn Kelly 09   

5. Denise Gratzel 10*   

   

HISTORIAN MODERATOR CLERK 

1. Len Owen 1. John Linfante 1. Carolyn Kelly 

   

USHERING PRC FLOWER/DECORATION 

1. Don Okerson 1. Melissa Robinson 1. Cathie Oliver 

2. John Linfante 2. John Linfante 2. Christopher Gratzel 

3. Mark Rogich 3. Mike Applegate 3. Stephanie Crawford 

   

MUSIC AUDITING   STEWARDSHIP 

1. Stefanie Green 1. Joe Fusco 1. Bette Wary, Trustees 

2. Mike Applegate 2. John Elmer 2. Greg Love,Trustees 

3. Odette Cummings  оΦ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ hΩIŀƎŜƴΣ /9 

4. Marion Herzog  4. Karen Morris, Deacons 

5. Holly Orgo  5. Carolyn Kelly,  Missions 

   

 
* Second Term 
^ Unexpired Term  
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Membership Report  
 
Active Members ð 1/1/08          135 
 
Deaths:    Arnold Aanensen  Gray Gallimore          -2 
   
 
Additions:  
 Baptism:   Clint Crawford  Gavin Gratzel     +5 
     Connor Smith Keith Smith     
     Matt Smith    
 
 Profession of Faith:  Martha Bevacqua Tony Bevacqua     +5 
     Rita Cashour  Steve Cashour 
     Doris Levinos  
 
Baptisms:    Delaney Bouton Lauren Cashour   
     Megan Cashour Steve Crawford  

Brendan Doyle Leah Forbes    
 Isabel Lombreglia Boyce McGeoch 

Bill Morton   Clyde Morton  
Janet Morton  Walter Pendleton  

 
Active Members ð 12/31/08         143  
 
Inactive (Non -Resident)            22 
 Death ð Proctor Ely      
 
Inactive              30 
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BOARD OF DEACONS  
Annual Report 2008  

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF DEACONS: 

Jayne Linfante, Chair; Donna DeFranzo, Vice Chair; Jo Ciricolo, Treasurer; Martha Diana, Secretary; 

Karen Morris, Alice Hemphill, Mike Applegate, Fran Maye, and Odette Cummings came on the 

board in February. 

WATCH-CARE LIST 

Every member of the congregation has a deacon assigned to him via the Watch-Care Lists. These lists 

are updated continually. The deacons keep in touch with those on their watch-care list and render 

assistance wherever there is a need. The congregation is encouraged to contact a deacon when 

assistance would be helpful to them. 

COMMUNION AND VISITATION 

Deacons are assigned on a rotating schedule to prepare, serve, and clean up communion on the first 

Sunday of each month and give the prayer for the elements. Visitation and serving of communion to 

those unable to be in church has been done on a regular basis. 

DEACONS' FUND 

There were disbursements of $6,504.05 to 55 recipients. 

TRANSPORTATION TO CHURCH 

Seeing a need fro those unable to drive for various reasons, volunteers were recruited and are now 

transporting people to church. 

ASL INTERPRETERS 

In order to expand on a ministry to the deaf community, beginning in September, and American Sign 

Language interpreter is at the 11:00 am service to sign for the deaf each Sunday. 

PRAYER MINISTRY 

On September 28 after the two services, the congregation was assigned certain areas which they 

either walked or drove, praying for those who were living there, walking there or driving by.  

HOMECOMING SUNDAY 

Invitations were send out inviting past members, those who have not been attending in a while and 

others to participate in a homecoming during the two services on November 30 and at the coffee 

hour. 
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SUBCOMMITTEE LIAISON REPORTS: 

Music Committee - Deacon Mike Applegate, Stefanie Green, Odette Cummings, Marion Herzog, 

Holly Orgo 

¶ In February Stu Hooten was welcomed a a staff member to head the Praise Team. 

¶ In March the Chancel Choir performed a three-part cantata on Palm Sunday, Maundy 

Thursday and Easter Sunday. The Bell Choir performed in the spring at both services. During 

Advent, another beautiful cantata was sung. Stu Hooten led the musical portion of the 7:00pm 

service on Christmas Eve and a portion of the Bell Choir performed at the 10:00 pm service. 

¶ Due to Arden Hubbard's upcoming retirement, the Music Committee formed a seven-member 

Search Committee and spend their summer with this endeavor. They consisted of Mike 

Applegate, Mark Megill, Odette Cummings, Holly Orgo, Marion Herzog, Melissa Robinson 

and Cathie Oliver. We were very happy to have Wendy Craig join our staff on September 7. 

Arden was honored with a retirement luncheon in October, in appreciation for her faithful 

service and dedication FBC for the last 25 years. 

Reach-Out Committee - Deacon Donna DeFranzo 

¶ A mailing was done to all new homeowners in the area acquainting them with First Baptist 

and inviting all to attend. Also a donation was made for the Holy Week advertisement which 

as prepared through the Ministerium. Other mailings were made through the year.  

Men's Ministry - Deacon Mike Applegate  

¶ The monthly men's fellowship ministry provides both fellowship and inspiration. Each 

meeting is highlighted by breakfast and devotions. Following the time of fellowship, some 

men make themselves available to complete church chores. For this, to all the men who did 

the many jobs that needed to be done around the church, we thank you all very much.  

Flower Commitee - Deacon Jo Ciricolo 

¶ The flower committee, headed by Cathie Oliver, is responsible for the weekly Sunday floral 

arrangements in the sanctuary. Cathie also creates and cares fro the beautiful floral 

decorations at Easter with lilies and at Christmas with poinsettias.  

Stewardship Commitee - Deacon Karen Morris 

Ushers - Deacon Mike Applegate 

¶ Mike Applegate oversees the Ushers Committee. He and the Board wish to thank Don 

Okerson for his continued dedication as head usher at each service. Don faithfully maintains 

the overall comfort of the congregation as well as makes sure the sanctuary is ready for 

worship. The Diaconate would also like to thank John Linfante, Mark Rogish and Chuck 

Mohr who usher regularly. 
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FELLOWSHIP EVENTS: 

¶ Alpha: During the latter part of January, February and part of March and Alpha course was 

held over a ten-week period on consecutive Mondays. Dinner was served before each session.  

¶ Chili Cook-Off: The 10th Annual Chili Cook-Off was held on February 17. A contest was 

held for the hottest, most original and best overall, with prizes being given. Mexican food was 

also on the menu.  

¶ Biblical Questions & Answers Forum: This was held in the spring with Pastors Joe and 

Martha answering the questions asked by those attending. 

¶ Deacons' Coffee Hour: Mailing went out to the congregation inviting them to attend so that 

they could better know their deacon. 

¶ Thanksgiving: A wonderful dinner was held in Fellowship Hall and approximately 30 people 

attended. Thank you Donna DeFranzo for being the top chef and to all those who brought a 

side dish.  

 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR 

We welcomed Rev. Martha Bevacqua, as Associate Pastor for Discipleship, to our staff in February. 

Pastor Martha's many duties include; assisting in worship and worship related activities, 

administration, education, assimilation. 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

This year there was no change in the hours of worship during the summer. All year there has been a 

contemporary service a (;00 am and a traditional service at 11:00 am with coffee hour between the 

two services. 

 

DURING LENT 

We participated in Soup and Scriptures and on Palm Sunday there was a parade to the Gazebo. Also 

the three-part cantata was enjoyed by all as mentioned under the music Committee's report. The Good 

Friday service was held at Shiloh Baptist Church in Manasquan and we supported the Hope 

Community Church in the sunrise service held at the Inlet Pavilion. 

 

BAPTISMS 

The Ordinance of Baptism was held twice this year. The first baptism was on May 8 with the 

following being baptized: Lauren Cashour, Megan Cashour, Clint Crawford, Steve Crawford, Isabel 

Lombreglia, Keigh Smith, Connor Smith, Matt Smith, Leah Forbes, Boyce McGeoch, Brandon 

Doyle, and Gavin Gratzel. The second baptism was held on October 26 with Walter Pendleton, Bill 
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Morton, Janet Morton, Clyde Morton, and Delaney Bouton being baptized. All baptisms were 

supported by the board of Deacons.  

 

VISITING SPEAKERS 

We were pleased to have Dr. Lee Spitzer, Senior Regional Pastor, ABCNJ, preaching at both services 

on April 29 and on June 1 Pastor Godson shared with us at the 11:00 am service. On October 12, 

Elmo Familiaron preached at both services.  

 

BIBLE STUDY 

Bible study was held on Mondays at 10:30 am and again at 7:30 pm with Pastor Joe and Pastor 

Martha sharing these responsibilities. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

Martha B. Diana, Secretary 
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Board of Trustees 
Annual Report ð 2008 

 
Members:  Steve Crawford, Matt Maraziti, Joe Fusco, Greg Love, Tom Rasmussen, Joe Rexrode, 
Allen Robinson, Bette Wary, Treasurer (ex officio) 
 
Organization of Trustees ɀ With many new faces on the Board, the group organized early in 
2008. 
 Chairman ɀ Steve Crawford 
 Vice Chairman ɀ Matt Maraziti 
 Secretary ɀ Pastor Joe Gratzel 
 Finance Committee ɀ Greg Love, Bette Wary 
 Outreach Committee ɀ Joe Fusco, Pastor Martha Bevacqua 
 Audit Committee ɀ Joe Fusco  
 Grounds and Maintenance Committee ɀ Matt Maraziti, Tom Rasmussen 
 Capital Improvement Committee ɀ Allen Robinson, Bette Wary 
 
Building & Grounds  - Many projects were entertained this year with several significant 
ÁÃÃÏÍÐÌÉÓÈÍÅÎÔÓ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÂÅÅÎ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅÄ ÂÙ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ end. 
¶ The Sunday School classrooms, choir room  and hallway underwent a major renovation 

including enlargement of the rooms, new ceilings, new light fixtures, new floor coverings 
and a fresh coat of paint.  New bookshelves were installed in the library.   

¶ Major renovation of the air conditioning system for the Sanctuary was done with a new 
condenser, ducts and registers being installed. 

¶ A new stove was installed in the Fellowship Hall kitchen. 
¶ Errickson House landscaping was updated, half of the basement was cleaned out and 

painted to host the food pantry and new floor coverings were put in the various offices 
and shutters were installed and painted. 

¶ A new fence was installed by the shed and the garbage cans were moved out of sight. 
¶ Much discussion and planning for Sanctuary renovations continued. 

  
Financial ɀ Despite a major downturn in the economy the church remained financially stable. 
 
 The proposed 2008 budget was for $203,988.  Downturns in the national economy did 
ÈÁÖÅ Á ÓÈÏÒÔ ÔÅÒÍ ÁÆÆÅÃÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȭÓ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÍÅÎÔÓȢ  /ÕÒ ÐÏÒÔÆÏÌÉÏ ÉÓ ÃÁÒÅÆÕÌÌÙ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÄ ÁÎÄ 
resources have been reallocated to minimize risk in the short term.  Return investments may be 
lower than originally anticipated in the intermediate term but long term plans call for an 
overall improvement in our return on in investment vs. our previous investment strategy.  The 
Ȱ3ÔÅÐ ÕÐȱ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÉÎÇ ÁÔÔÅndance at church kept the deficit to a minimum despite 
the extra expenses encountered. 
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BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
ANNUAL REPORT 2008  

 
The Board of Christian Education's mission is to provide meaningful  

opportunities for children, youth and adults to dev elop a deeper personal 
relationship with Jesus and equip them to serve in His Name.  

 
CE Members:  Susan Love (Sunday School Superintendent), Steve Glancy, Rhonda Maraziti, Robin Vogel 
Meghan Campion (FYBY Leader through 8.08), Catherine OõHagan, Pastor Martha (God Squad Leader), 
Pastor Joe (FYBY leader) 
 

CE Events of 2008 
 

¶ Sunday School classes are conducted each Sunday from 9:20 ð 10:00 am.  The 
children are divided into two classes.  Classroom #1 is located downstairs and is 
designed for Pre-K through 1 st grade students.  Classroom #1 is also located 
downstairs and is designed for 2nd ð 5th grade students.  This past year we knocked 
out a wall and expanded the size of Classroom #1.  Both rooms have been upgraded 
with new flooring, ceiling tiles, new lighti ng and a paint job.  We would like to thank 
all of our volunteers on a fantastic job! 

¶ Pastor Martha agreed to facilitate a new junior youth group for grades 4 th ð 7th.  This 
new group is called òGOD SQUADó.  Over the year we have met 2 times each month 
for  1 ½ hours which included games, food and a brief lesson.  We have 
approximately 10 kids out at each meeting.  We ventured out on a miniature golf 
trip, a pool party at the Cashoursõ, bowling and pizza party, and Christmas caroling.  

¶ Childrenõs Day Program in June was very successful with all our Sunday School kids 
participating during service.  Afterwards we enjoyed some fellowship with a picnic 
at Ardenõs day camp in Brick. 

¶ VBS was successful this summer with a Science Power Lab theme.  We had 
approximate ly 50 kids in attendance and 40+ adult and teen volunteers each night.  
VBS was directed for the first time by Susan Love.  Susan did a fantastic job 
preparing, organizing, fundraising, directing, (I can go on forever).  We would also 
like to thank all of our volunteers, parents and children for making this program a 
continued success. 

¶ Pastor Martha taught a 4 week Sunday school lesson on being saved, baptism, and 
accepting communion for our older class.   

¶ Fun was had by all at our first annual Slime Time Fall Festival event held in October.  
This was a follow -up to our VBS theme.  The kids enjoyed a balmy Saturday 
afternoon outside playing carnival games and winning prizes  

¶ Due to the upcoming birth of her child, Meghan Campion has resigned from the 
FYBY leader position.  Pastor Joe and Melissa Robinson have graciously taken this 
role over for the remaining part of 2008.  Under Meghanõs leadership the youth went 
on a Cape May campout, had several successful fundraisers throughout the year and 
also attended the More Than a Week event in Colorado.   
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Board of Missions  
 
Members of the Mission Board are: Carolyn Kelly, Denise Gratzel, Cathie Oliver , Diane 
Rexrode, and Eileen Strong-Thonack 
 
The duties of the Board are to provide knowledge of missionary activities  of ABC/NJ and 
ABC/USA.  We also oversee the four special mission offerings: World Missions, America 
for Christ, One Great Hour of Sharing and Retired Ministers and Missionaries. Along with 
the four mission offerings we oversee other mission giving.  
 
With  the Jersey Shore Rescue Mission in Asbury Park closing, we found ourselves in a lull 
and we as a board prayed that God would lead us to other opportunities.  And lead us He 
did! On Sunday October 26, 2008, we did not ògo toó church.  Instead we put our òFaith in 
Actionó and we became the church, going out into the community doing work the Lord 
would have us do to help others. These works involved moving furniture, painting and 
home repairs, yard work, collecting food for the community food pantry, collecti ng coats 
and blankets for the homeless, cooking dinner for the Menõs Colony at Keswick, making 
breakfast sandwiches for the day laborers, cleaning ambulances at the local First Aid 
building, and rolling bandages for the White Cross. We also made and delive red lunches for 
the homeless community who reside in tents in the woods of Lakewood.  We have since 
met with Rev. Steve Brigham of the Lakewood Outreach Ministry several times bringing 
truckloads of blankets and food and helping in his efforts in making co mmunal tents.  
 
We thank you for helping us to continue to sponsor a child in the òCompassionó Charity 
organization. Manny Lopez Lopez has been receiving aid with your contributions to the 
òManny Canó in the back of the church.   
 
Collecting shoe boxes for the Samaritan Purse was once again a successful mission this year.  
65 boxes were sent to the organization to be delivered throughout the world. And 
something new this year for Christmas; we set up a òGiving Treeó for gifts for the children 
at the Murrowõs Indian Childrenõs Home.  This is a Childrenõs Home that we have been 
supporting for years who house approximately 20 kids and teens. Thanks to your generous 
giving, four large boxes of Christmas gifts were sent. 
 
Rev. Elmo D. Familiaran, the Associate Regional Pastor and Area Minister came to our 
church to speak at both services this in October.   
 
We helped our Youth Group, FYBY, with scholarships this year to go to The National Youth 
Gathering Conference in Colorado. 
 
Thank you for supporting the effort s of this board and look forward to serving our Lord in 
the new year,  putting our òFaith in Actionó and seeing where He will lead us. 
 
Respectively submitted, 
Diane Rexrode 
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STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE  

 

"Where your treasure, there your heart will be also" 

Matthew 6:21 

 

 

Step up to the plate! Step up!! We, certainly, did! In April, this stewardship moment began with the 

viewing of 'Who's on first', then our wearing of baseball shirts and hats, next inning was the 'batting' 

of runs, homeruns and grand slams. Without realizing it, we were winning, overtaking the 'D' team. 

By July, we were forming our own team and practicing for the big game in August. Our coach, 

George Smith, led us to victory over Fire Company 1 of Point Pleasant. Yes, they crossed the bridge 

to come to us. We celebrated our victory with Cracker Jacks. In September, everyone enjoyed our 

ninth inning stretch breakfast. We continued to Step up until the end of this year. We out played, out 

hit and greatly surprised the 'D' team. Our final total for our Step Up to the Plate was $13,322.00.  

 

Needless to say, the stewardship committee is totally amazed. Thanks to all of you who helped 'our 

team' to overcome the big 'D' (deficit) team. Our hearts are filled with joy and we realize that 

Matthew 6:21 applies to this congregation.  

 

With a grateful heart and a rainbow of thanks, 

 

The Stewardship Committee  

 

Karen Diana, Carolyn Kelly, Greg Love, Karen Morris, Catherine O'Hagen, Holly Orgo, Pastor Joe, 

and Bette Wary  
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Music Committee  
Annual Report ð 2008 

 
The Music Committee would like to thank Arden Hubbard for her 25 years of service to our 
church.  Her hard work and dedication have added so much to our worship, and has grown 
our music department into something wonderful.  
 
We have 2 new staff members that we would like to welcome.  Stu Hooten, Director of the 
Praise Team, and Wendy Craig, Organist and Choir Director.  Working with both of these 
very talented musicians has been a joy and we are looking forward to what is to come in the 
next years. 
 
The Praise Team and Chancel Choir have continued to work hard to add to the worship 
experience.  Along with performing during the weekly services, the Praise Team performed 
at the Community Palm Sunday and Good Friday services.  The Chancel Choir sang a 
cantata for Easter and Christmas. 
 
Thank you to all of our musicians who continue to bless us with their gifts.  
 
      Respectfully submitted,  
 
      Stefanie Green, Chairperson 
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AMERICAN BAPTIST WOMEN'S MINISTRY   
Annual Report 2008  

 

 

All women of First Baptist Church are members of American Baptist Women's Ministries. We meet 

in the Fellowship Hall on the third Thursday of the month, September through May. The meetings in 

November and March are White Cross work days, devoted to rolling bandages for hospitals in Africa, 

trimming and counting stamps and food labels for various mission projects, and collecting can pull-

tops. In addition to the meeting and devotion time, lunch and fellowship are enjoyed with pot-luck 

lunches in September, December and May. 

Contact was maintained with women missionaries in Haiti and China. At meetings, interesting letters 

were read from these women as well as updates on the missionaries throughout the world. We keep in 

touch with our missionaries by sending birthday and Easter cards with notes about our ABW 

activities. We also send monetary gifts to them at Christmas. 

Portions of this year's program "Come to the Edge" were presented at each meeting with members 

telling about the various women of the Bible. A member of ABW oversees the church library which 

has many good books available for circulation. 

Mission projects include Love Gift, Degenring Scholarship Fund, American Bible Society, Special 

Interest Missionaries, items for Congo, Philippines, Disaster Relief, as well as donations to the 

Murrow Indian Home in Oklahoma. We collect eyeglasses for the Haitian Eye Clinic. Items knitted 

by the Knit Wits are sent to various organizations. 

ABW participated in the church's Women's Sunday and in December participated in the Community 

Women's Christmas Program as well as providing refreshments. We sold flowers as a fund raiser in 

the spring. Mission Board and Apples of Gold help support our undertakings and we participated in 

Apples of Gold garage sales to supplement our treasury. 

 

Marion Herzog 

Secretary 
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Apples of Gold  
Annual Report ð 2008 

 
òTeach me to do your will, for You are my God.  May your gracious Spirit lead me forward 
on a firm footing.ó  Ps. 145:10 
 
As we finish another great year of fellowship and service, we have been learning what i t 
means to discover Godõs will for our lives. 
 
We have learned the difference between willfulness and willingness.  This theme has taught 
us that His will is always perfect, pleasing and good.  Why not come and study, work and 
fellowship with us.  Apples o f Gold is for all women of the church.   We meet on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm in Fellowship Hall, September through May. 
 
Events for the year as follows: 
 

¶ We hosted two pot luck dinners, one in September to open our year and one in May 
to close out. 

¶ We prepared and hosted the dinner for our annual business meeting in January. 

¶ We provided a centerpiece for Arden Hubbardõs retirement dinner. 

¶ We worked on bandages for White Cross. 
 
Our group gladly supports the following:  
 

¶ Murrow Indian Chil drenõs Home 

¶ Baptist Camp Lebanon 

¶ Robert Jones 

¶ FYBY trip to Colorado  
 
Outreach includes: 
 

¶ Making and distributing goodies to our shut -ins. 

¶ Hosting the Harvest Soup Luncheon in November.  
 
Fund Raisers include: 
 

¶ Garage sale at Jayne and John Linfanteõs ð Thank you both!  

¶ Sale of pie at Harvest Soup Luncheon. 

¶ Sale of Christmas wreathes (we also provided 5 wreathes for our church doors). 
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In April we cam e together for a delicious Tea hosted by Karen Diana ð Thank you Karen!  
 
In November we hosted a baby shower for Meghan Campion.  We held our annual 
Christmas Party in December at the home of Carolyn Kelly ð thank you Carolyn for the 
willingness to open your home to us. 
 
I am reminded as I write this at the wonder of it all, that the Lord can use everything for 
whatever purpose He chooses.  Not to mention everyone! 
 
Submitted with love by,  
Denise Gratzel  
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2008 Annual Report  
God Squad  

 
The end of February, FBCõs new youth group, God Squad had their first meeting.  We were 
off to a great start with about a dozen twe ens participating.  God Squad is a parent led 
group of youth from fifth to seventh grades.  Catherine OõHagan enjoyed working with the 
kids so much that she quickly volunteered to be God Squadõs resident teacher.  The 
òHands-Onó Bible curriculum has been a great tool for Catherine to provide this spirited 
age group with Bible lessons that are fun and spark many thought provoking discussions.  
 
Our first event was mini -golf outing to Castaway Cove, followed by a BBQ in the church 
parking lot.  In spite of the  black clouds and ominous weather when we arrived at 
Castaway Cove, we decided to plow ahead.  God is good all the timeñthe skies opened up 
just as we moved on to the sheltered portion of the mini -golf course and when we emerged, 
the sun was shining!  (And  as an added blessing, God saw to it that the tables and chairs we 
had set up before we set out were òwashedó while we were gone and provided an 
opportunity for everyone to work together to dry them!)  
 
Over the summer while Megan Cashour was home from coll ege, she gave Mrs. DeFeo a 
break from being God Squadõs most regular game planner.  The kids took to Megan 
immediately.  In addition, the Cashour family generously offered their home to us and 
hosted our summer pool party and BBQ.  Unfortunately, our end o f summer beach day was 
cancelled due to wet weather.  
  
In the fall we went on a bowling and pizza outing.  We had a great time, and our online 
church photo album have the pictures to prove it.  No doubt it will be an outing God Squad 
will do again in the future.  
 
At our Christmas party we went caroling in Manasquan and visited several of our seniors.  
Home for winter break, Megan was able to join us once again.  In spite of earlier 
protestations, the kids enjoyed singing for the folks we visited.  Pastor M artha (and anyone 
with ears) was grateful that Mrs. Crawford had signed on to lead the caroling.  Later we 
returned to church to eat dinner (even our youth are such good Baptists) and have some 
Christmas goodies provided by their parents.  A bit hesitant t o òstealó from their friends at 
first, the gift swap was a big hit.  
 
My thanks to all of the parents who have volunteered their time and talents, and provided 
snacks, transportation and support for God Squad. 
 
 
Blessings, Pastor Martha 



31 | P a g e 

 

ANNUAL REPORT OF TH E KNIT -WITS FOR 2008 
 

 Our objective continues to be providing knitted or crocheted items for American 
Baptist related American Indian schools and churches. 
 
 Items provided totaled over 65 and consisted of baby afghans, lap robes, mittens, 
hats, scarves, several baby sweaters, an adult sweater and an childõs sweater and an 
additional 26 preemie hats. 
 
 After displaying our year's accomplishments in Fellowship Hall in November these 
items were sent to First Crow Indian Baptist Church, Lodge Grass, MT; Rainy Mountain 
Indian Baptist Church, Mountain View, OK;  and Hopi Mission School Kykotsmovi, AZ.  
  
 Those knitting on most Tuesdays at 1:30 in members' homes include Jean Applegate, 
Jo Ciricolo, Alice Hemphill, Marion Herzog, Betty Lansing, Ruth Okerson, Cathi e Oliver, 
Alice Owen and Ruth Zimmer.  Several items were also provided by Chris Sandford, 
Carolyn Kelly and a friend of Marion Herzog.  
 
 We invite other ladies to join us.  You will not be asked to pay dues, hold an office, 
disclose your age or explain why you miss a meeting occasionally.  Usually needles, yarn, 
patterns and instructions are available.  If you are free on Tuesdays and are interested in 
helping others, ask any of the above individuals for more details.  
 
      Respectfully submitted,  
      Carolyn Kelly, for the Knit -Wits 
 
  
 


